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Tell Us More About Yourself!                                       
· Your name: Shirish C Srivastava
· Where do you come from: India
· Your research interest: IT enabled offshoring, e-Government, IT and e-Business Strategy
· When did you graduate? Your current employer and your position hired: PhD July 2008 (Expected). Hired as Assistant Professor, HEC School of Management, Paris, France (starting 15 September 2008)
· If you are studying, which department and which year are you in: Decision Sciences
· What prompted you to apply for NUS?: World class business school, Excellent faculty profiles, good scholarship
Comments:

· Can you cope with the lifestyle here? : Yes, demanding but manageable. Requires you to strike a balance between research and personal in interests. For me it was research and games (mostly on weekends).
Comments:

· Tell us about your typical day in the University. No fixed routine (especially post QE period). Had full freedom to plan my day for research and other activities. There were months when I was working continuously during day as well as night. Depends on how involved you are in a particular research problem.
Comments:

· How do you feel about the supervisors here and their support? Are they approachable? : Excellent support from my supervisor and very approachable. I never had to wait to get feedback on my work. Continuous constructive feedback on my research kept me motivated enough to keep my research going. The low student/supervisor ratio also facilitates quick support and deep involvement of the supervisor in student’s work. I found my supervisor to be very patient with my learning process and provided me adequate support at appropriate points in time. It greatly facilitated in developing my ability to plan and conduct independent research.
Comments:

· Did your seniors and friends help you adjust? Yes they did. But institutionalized interaction between seniors and new students can certainly be increased.
Comments:

· How do you find the facilities here for doing research work? Excellent support and facilities. Very good availability of required databases and journals. Good financial support for students to attend conferences (which I feel are one of the ways in which students can expose their research to the academic community and also get some very good ideas for research). Adequate amount of freedom to inculcate a sense of innovativeness and creativity and a will to conduct independent research.
Comments:

· How do you feel about the PhD Program? Is it challenging and stressful? How can you cope with it?: PhD program at NUS Business School is truly world class. It is no doubt challenging and also quite demanding but if the student is regular and is adequately motivated to do research, these challenging conditions can be easily transformed into opportunities. The trick lies in tapping these (not so obvious) opportunities rather than being bogged down by the demanding situation(s). The PhD program is more of a self discovery process – by continuously challenging oneself with a variety of problems, student has to realize his/her strengths and weaknesses. NUS PhD program provides an opportunity for it to happen and can be used by the students to conduct ‘quality’ research.
Comments:

· How difficult is this program compared to your undergrad or Masters program?: I cannot really compare it because the focus of normal course work program and research programs is very different. My undergrad and Masters programs were also quite difficult but in a very different way. PhD program in general is relatively more unstructured so as to inculcate free thinking whereas my other previous programs were aimed at directed learning.
Comments:

· Is the scholarship amount sufficient for you to live here? More is always better (
Comments:

· What would be your advice for the students who wish to do their PhD here? Two suggestions: First, to be self motivated to do independent research rather than looking for guidance at every juncture and second, to balance the demanding academic life with some kind of other activities (or hobbies). E.g. for me it was games and meditation. These provided me an opportunity of not thinking about research for some time and in effect when I came back to the research problems at a later stage, I had newer and fresher ideas. 
Comments:

· What career path do you foresee for yourself? : I see my self as an academic in the coming years, a professor, contributing to research and teaching!
Comments:

· What do you feel is the best part of this program. Please write in one sentence!
Freedom and support – which helped inculcate ability for conducting independent research.
Comments:

Thank you so much
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