Dishan Kamdar

Dishan Kamdar obtained his BBA (Honors) in 1999 and MSc from NUS in 2000. He has since embarked on his PhD, and is in the process of finishing his dissertation on organizational citizenship behavior. Dishan has presented a number of papers at the academy of management meetings and currently has several papers under review at leading journals. 

Pradeep:  Tell us about yourself.

Dishan: I am a Singaporean. I did my BBA Honors in this school. Then I did my MSc, and then came to PhD program. My undergraduate degree was in finance but my thesis was in HR. My PhD will be in Management of  organizations.

Pradeep:  Did you consider overseas options to do PhD?

Dishan: I am a Singaporean and I am settled here with my family. So even though I did have other options, I decided to do my PhD here since NUS is one of the best in Asia Pacific. I think I will get a good job when I finish. It’s how much you get out of this program rather than the name of the university.
Pradeep:  What do you want to do after your PhD?

Dishan: Basically I have two options of entering into consultancy or teaching. I haven’t decided as yet.

Pradeep:  Did you have any work experience prior to joining this program?

Dishan: I don’t have formal work experience. But I had the opportunity to be associated with my family business after my undergraduate studies. So that experience helps me a lot.

Pradeep:  Since you have a family business and leaning towards why dint you do a MBA?

Dishan: I wanted to do research and I wanted to be a academic.

Pradeep:  How difficult is the program?

Dishan: The competition is very high. The course work is rigorous and requires lot of preparation. It can be quite demanding. There are a lot of seminars and course work and lot of reading to do. Then you have to go to field to collect data and analysis which requires lot of dedication and hard work.

Pradeep:  What is your research topic?

Dishan: Right now its on citizenship behavior in organizations.
Pradeep:  How do you rate the faculty and facilities?

Dishan: The faculty is very helpful and gives you good guidance. The facilities are what you can get from any top tier university. The faculty also helps in getting the contacts. The resources are great, especially the library. I should say in short that you get whatever you require as a academic.

Pradeep:  For the incoming students what is your advice?

Dishan: If the career path is in academia or consultancy then only they should pursue this MSc /PhD program.  They should have good command in English so that the knowledge is smooth.

Pradeep:  How long do you think it will take you to finish your PhD?

Dishan: I expect 3-4 years. It depends on your theory, data and how fast you can finish data analysis and writing.

Pradeep:  What is the bright spot of this program in NUS?

Dishan: Its innovative curriculum and the flexibility it gives to its scholars.

