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Abhirup Chakrabarti obtained his MSc from NUS Business School in 2002. He is currently pursuing his doctoral studies at the Fuqua School of Business, Duke University. 

Abhirup obtained his B.Sc. in Economics from the Presidency College, Calcutta. Subsequently he attended the MS in quantitative economics at the Indian Statistical Institute, New Delhi, before shifting to NUS. At NUS, he worked on issues relating to firm diversification. While at NUS, Abhirup also taught in the undergraduate macroeconomics and strategic management (cases) courses. 

Pugal: What prompted you to come to NUS from Indian Statistical Institute?

Abhirup: Primarily, my interests shifted from abstract theoretical to more applied research areas. The Business Policy and Strategy area aligns closely with my background, while offering me a much wider scope in research than does economics. When I was in Delhi, I read an article on the new industrial policy (1991) which aimed at increasing competition in the marketplace. The article reported that local firms were not competing with the foreign companies. Instead, they were entering into collaborative contracts. This article motivated me to read further on the merger – market concentration debate, and also Penrose’s book, after which I thought it would be fun to conduct research in this area. It was a coincidence that at that time Dr (Rachel) Davis was there for interviewing students. I attended the interview, felt very interested, and applied to NUS.
Pugal: Why didn’t you go to US when most of your seniors went there? Is there any factor which prompted you to come here and not the US?

Abhirup: Actually I looked carefully at the program before deciding.  It had a very flexible structure, without rigid coursework requirements at that time. Needless to say, the faculty is superb. I felt I would have the freedom to concentrate on research work – which I attached priority to at that time – and also the option to upgrade to the PhD program in NUS subsequently. I knew that I would have access to relevant databases, and a very supportive supervisor. I found all this very attractive and decided not to apply to the US.
Pugal: Do you mean to say that with more course work now, the program is not flexible now?

Abhirup: No, I did not mean that. I had already covered ground in econometrics and time series. So I thought that a program that would not strictly require me to repeat all that coursework would suit me. But for students coming from other backgrounds it is definitely necessary. In fact the program is much better now overall.

Pugal: What is your research topic? Do you have any publications?

Abhirup:  I am studying performance implications of firm diversification in different institutional environments. I do not yet have any publications, but I had the opportunity to present relevant papers in two major conferences – the academy of management, and the academy of international business. These were coauthored with my supervisors.
Pugal: Isn’t business knowledge required for your research? Do you have some experience? 

Abhirup: Business experience is definitely very helpful. I do not have much work experience. Currently I am focused on conceptual development of ideas, and statistical analyses of secondary data, and I don’t as such miss not having experience.  However, I hope to interact with firms in the future. Experience helps in making your research work relevant. 

Pugal: How do you find the life in Singapore?
Abhirup: I find it very relaxed and comfortable. However, I had difficulties with accommodation, because we do not seem to have proper campus accommodation for graduate students.  I found it difficult to share a room, or live close to undergraduates who tend to be very noisy.

Pugal: How difficult was the program? How was the interaction with the supervisors and other faculty members?

Abhirup: I wouldn’t say the program is very difficult if you work everyday. I found it very difficult every time I collected work backlog. With respect to interaction with faculty, NUS is a great place.  It was a tremendous learning experience working with Prof Kulwant Singh who was my main supervisor.  I was also able to interact with Prof Ishtiaq Mahmood, who was my co-supervisor.  Overall, I spent quality time with faculty members at NUS.

Pugal: What’s your advice to the incoming students?

Abhirup: My primary advice is that you should have interest in ‘doing research.’ You should be able to find a topic or research area that you really love.  It is extremely difficult to survive with a lukewarm attitude to your research because you will constantly feel that anything else is better than doing research. I therefore think you should judge in terms of ‘research potential’ before entering a research masters or a PhD program. Once you finish your coursework, research is all there is to it. And you don’t get your degree until you finish a reasonably rigorous and original piece of research. You should also choose your supervisor very carefully. I suggest interacting with faculty members before making a decision.

